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Kathryn Z. Johnston      A Lighter You in 2022 John 2:1-11 
January 16, 2022 Illumination Psalm 36:5-10 
 
Psalm 36:5-10 
Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds. 
Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your judgments are like the great deep; you 
save humans and animals alike, O LORD. 
How precious is your steadfast love, O God! All people may take refuge in the shadow of your 
wings. 
They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them drink from the river of your 
delights. 
For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light. 
O continue your steadfast love to those who know you, and your salvation to the upright of 
heart! 
 
As we launch into our “in between Christmas and Lent” Epiphany sermon series some of you 
may note that I decided to go a different route on the sermon series title than the previously 
threatened: From Here to Epiphany. 
 
Let me assure you that although “A Lighter You in 2022” is certainly a play on the kind of New 
Year’s resolutions that we sometimes tend to make, the only light this series is referring to is 
God’s light and how we reflect that light in the world. A lighter you in 2022 where “light” is a 
noun, not an adjective. 
 
I will, of course, be unable to keep myself from silly titles with light references such as the last 
sermon of the series entitled: Light at the end of the Tunnel. We’ll also have He’ll Turn the 
Light on For you and my personal favorite: Get Lit. That sermon title is for next week, not this 
one, which is only surprising when you realize today’s Scripture passage is about Jesus turning 
water into wine. 
 
John 2:1-11 
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the 
mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern 
is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.” Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of 
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” 
And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the 
chief steward.” So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and 
did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the 
steward called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then 
the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until 
now.” Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his 
disciples believed in him. 
 
The Story of God for the people of God… 
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So… in a Gospel that starts out with In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God 
and the Word was God (1:1) and then from there introduces us to a prophet named John who 
sees Jesus and proclaims to everyone around him that Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world (1:29). We then suddenly shift to a small-town wedding with 
questionable catering and the delightful, yet odd, detail that the mother of Jesus was there. 
 
Okay. 
 
Remember, if we’re only reading John, we have no frame of reference for who this woman is. 
There is no angel Gabriel or fiancé Joseph backstory. In verse 2 we’re told that Jesus and his 
disciples are there as well. And then verse 3… the tragedy… WHEN THE WINE GAVE OUT. 
 
There’s a picture floating around the interwebs of a grocery shelf labeled “WATER”… but 
underneath the sign the shelves have bottles of wine on them. Someone then captioned the 
picture: Jesus was here. 
 
Our culture has “wink-wink-nudge-nudged” drinking wine on a daily basis into a socially 
acceptable thing. There are coasters and aprons and t-shirts and Shoebox Greeting cards that 
make light of – what for some – may have become a serious situation. I even cracked a joke at 
the beginning of this sermon. But if you think you have a problem with alcohol and need 
help, please know we are here for you and can help you find the help you need. 
 
Whether we drink or not, we’ve all had those days when the wine gave out. 
When the exhaustion caught up… 
When the news overwhelmed… 
When the sighs were deep… 
 
The thing about this passage in John is that it’s not really about water and wine. It’s about 
scarcity and abundance.  
 
Jesus tells the servants to fill these huge jars with water, and they fill them to the brim. This in 
and of itself was a huge undertaking. It’s not like there was a spigot on the side of the house. 
We have no idea how close the nearest water source was. Apparently, miracles require a bit of 
work behind the scenes. Miracles don’t just happen, or at least this one doesn’t. 
Until it does.  
 
 
The jars overflow, thanks to the servants – and suddenly there is an abundance of wine. 6 
water jars, 20-30 gallons each, filled to the brim with the BEST WINE! Weddings went on for 
days… they must have been well into it as the groom is chastised for bringing out the good 
wine now – and this is a quote from the Gospel: after the guests have become drunk. 
 
ABUNDANCE! 
 
Where have we experienced this kind of abundance and grace? 
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Maybe it’s the spouse who carries the load while you get your feet back under you. 
Maybe it’s the doctor who slows down to explain clearly exactly what is going on and what the 
next steps should be. 
Maybe it’s the church member who drops off dinner and enough for leftovers the next day. 
 
Where have you experienced this kind of abundance and grace? 
 
And this one might be a little harder to answer: where have you been holding back this kind 
of abundance and grace? 
Where have you held back worried that it will go to waste; not trusting in what God can do… 
 
It feels like a time in our history when it may be safe to hedge our bets, order the minimum, 
and hope it holds. Maybe this is especially true when it comes to forgiveness… or when it 
comes to volunteering… or when it comes to the church. 
 
Maybe things don’t feel particularly abundant right now. 
 
Scarcity – It is hard to know just how many people are worshiping when we’re in our own 
homes. 
Abundance – Oh my gosh, we can watch worship from home! 
 
Scarcity – We don’t seem to have that many kids coming anymore 
Abundance – Thanks to the gift and talents and flat-out tenacity of our Sunday School 
teachers all of our young children continue to be a part of the MPC community. 
 
Scarcity – I held back a pledge for 2022 because I want to wait and see what happens. 
Abundance – I made my pledge for 2022 because I can’t wait to see what God has in store for 
us next! 
Yesterday morning the Deacons and Session met on a Zoom call to talk about MPC’s future. 
We named the assets of the congregation and there were many great answers. But my favorite 
one was when we talked about the people – you – the family, the congregation, the 
community of MPC.  
 
I named the sermon “Illumination” because Christ is the light of the world who asks us to 
illuminate the shadows that come across our path. And I know we want to, we really, really 
want to – but we fall into a fear about our scarcity rather than living into the abundance of 
being a beloved child of God. 
 
My friends, I’m here to tell you: We are enough.   
 
A colleague of mine went on a mission trip to Guatemala with her church group and sensing a 
call to ministry, aboard a bumpy chicken bus hurdling through cornfields she asked her 
pastor, “What do I need to do, read, know, to be ready for ministry?”   
As she tells the story, “I had my notebook out, ready to write down what I anticipated would 
be: “10 Books To Read Before Ministry” or “The top 5 Things never to do in ministry” or “these 



Kathryn Z. Johnston – A Brighter You in 2022: Illuminated  – John 2:1-11 – January 16, 2022 

4 

authors are very important, so skim them soon!”   Instead, he just said, “someone told me this 
once, and so I’ll share it with you: ‘You are enough.’”   
There is hardly a one of us called to serve the church who doesn’t feel like we have enough, 
are smart enough, holy enough, compassionate enough… for their calling.   
The wedding at Cana is proof that offering what we have to God can lead to staggering 
abundance.  
We are all called to serve – no matter how unworthy we may feel, no matter how inadequate 
our attempts may seem, no matter how dark the world gets around us –  
We are called to reflect God’s light in the midst of unfathomable darkness. 
 We are called to breathe in God’s Word and breathe out God’s truth. 
We are called to be a beacon for the Good News even in the midst of all the bad. 
 
We are called to trust that with God’s provision and overwhelming abundance – we are 
enough.            
 
 
May God grant us eyes to see, ears to hear, hands to serve, feet to follow, and hearts to trust 
Emmanuel throughout this year! 
 
In the name of the Creator and the Christ and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 


